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Mission
Florida State’s Public Interest Law Center trains
law students to be effective, professionally
responsible attorneys by allowing them to represent
clients with pressing legal needs under the
supervision of clinical professors. In the process, the
center aims to serve the public and give students a
taste of the joys of public service.
“The students and lawyers
s at the
Public Interest Law Center
er represent
those who otherwise would
uld not be
represented: children in crisis and the
most vulnerable in our society.
ociety. That’s
why I do as much as I can
n to help
sustain this most needed
d
program. The Public Interest
est
Law Center truly makes a
difference in the lives of the
people it serves while
providing priceless
experience to our next
generation of lawyers.”
Lawrence J. “Lance” Block, Jr. (’84)
THE LANCE BLOCK LAW FIRM, P.A.
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Founded in 1991, the Public Interest Law Center expands
the pool of skilled advocates available to represent effectively
the needs of children and other under-represented individuals.
The center trains second- and third-year law students in legal
advocacy, with an emphasis on intensive one-on-one and
small group training. Students are certified by the Florida
Supreme Court to practice under the supervision of attorneys.
Florida State Law’s program is unique among law school
clinical programs because of the wide variety of legal services
provided. While other law school clinics specialize in one or
two types of cases, the Public Interest Law Center handles
everything from foster care and health-care access cases to
child support and juvenile delinquency cases.
Through its two clinics – the Children’s Advocacy Clinic
and the Family Law Clinic – the Public Interest Law Center
provides students with practical skills training and
management skills that they will continue to use as practicing
attorneys. Students also gain a sense of professional
responsibility and invaluable work experience. They interview
clients, advocate at the Florida Capitol, conduct discovery,
draft pleadings and
“One of the best experiences I
represent clients in
have had in law school has
the courtroom, in
been the Public Interest Law
administrative
Center. It’s a great opportunity!”
hearings and in
— Jessamy Cauthen, SECOND-YEAR LAW STUDENT
mediations.

THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW CENTER
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Clinical Professors
Paolo Annino
C P 
C-  
P I
L C
pannino@law.fsu.edu
A 1983 honors graduate of Florida State
Law, Professor Annino has taught at the
Public Interest Law Center since 1995.
With special expertise in the areas of
children’s issues and disability law, Annino
leads the center’s Children’s Advocacy
Clinic.
In addition to practicing law for more
than two decades as a public defender and
in legal services advocacy, Annino has
served as legal advisor to the Florida
Human Rights Advocacy Commission. He
also served as the chair of the Public
Interest Law Section of The Florida Bar.

Ruth Stone
C P 
C-  
P I
L C
rstone@law.fsu.edu
With more than 30 years of legal
experience that includes working in private
practice, for legal services organizations and
as an assistant state attorney, Professor
Stone directs the Public Interest Law
Center’s Family Law Clinic. Her areas of
concentration include family law and law
office management.
Stone, who graduated with honors from
Florida State Law in 1976, also is involved
in the legal community. She has served as
president of Tallahassee Women Lawyers.
In 2004, she won The Florida Bar Faculty
Professionalism Award.

Collaborating Human Rights Faculty
Wendi Adelson
P D 
 C  
A  H
R  C
P  L
wadelson@admin.fsu.edu

Terry Coonan
E D
  C  
A  H
R  C
P  L
tcoonan@admin.fsu.edu

Professor Adelson directs the Human
Rights and Immigration Law Project at the
Center for the Advancement of Human
Rights. She previously was a clinical fellow
and lecturer in clinical education and
immigration at the University of Miami
School of Law.

As director of Florida State’s Center for
the Advancement of Human Rights,
Professor Coonan is an advocate for human
rights nationally and internationally. He is
most noted for his work on human
trafficking.
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Participating Attorneys
Students at the Public Interest Law Center also receive guidance from local attorneys
who assist with cases. Attorneys sharing their expertise include:
David H. Abrams, L O  D H. A
Mary W. Clark (’72), R A L J
James Vernon Cook (’92), J V. C L O
The Honorable Nancy A. Daniels (’77), O  P D,
S J C
Carol L. Gregg (’74), F D  H
Thomasina Moore, T M, ..
Michael H. Olenick, T M G

Financial Support
The center has received continuing financial support from The Florida Bar Foundation.
The center also benefits from endowments provided by Lawrence J. Block (’84),
Thomas K. Equels (’80), Carol L. Gregg (’74) & Ken Hart (’75) and Alan M.
Grunspan (’84).

Clients and Cases
Public Interest Law Center cases either involve individual clients or are “impact” cases
— those where the center challenges existing policy to affect a larger number of people.
Through the Children’s Advocacy Clinic, which is internationally recognized for its
advocacy on behalf of children, and the Family Law Clinic, which serves low-income
clients with a wide range of family law issues, the center handles approximately 120
on-going cases.
The majority of Children’s Advocacy Clinic cases are health care or foster care related.
Students help children like Miguel, who fell into a swimming pool as an infant and needs
Medicaid to pay for helpful hyperbaric oxygen treatment that is considered too
experimental for state funding. Most of the foster children represented have been abused
and have emotional disorders. Many of them are in psychiatric hospitals.
The Family Law Clinic handles a wide array of family law cases, including dissolution
of marriage, custody, modifications and injunctions against domestic violence. All Family
Law Clinic clients are indigent and could not otherwise afford quality legal representation.

THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW CENTER
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Special Projects
Health Care
Access Project
Students involved in the
Health Care Access Project
work on complex healthcare cases. Students
challenge agency rules that
prevent clients from
receiving care. They also
litigate the denial of
Medicaid and
Developmental Services
benefits and the services
that go along with those
programs.

Children in
Prison Project
Through the center’s
Children in Prison Project,
students advocate for better
prison conditions for
juvenile inmates, such as
better nutrition and
education, and they
represent juvenile inmates
applying to the governor for
executive clemency.
Students involved in this
project also are
spearheading efforts to pass
state legislation that will
give certain childhood
offenders the opportunity to
prove that they are
rehabilitated and can be
paroled.

Center for the
Advancement of
Human Rights
The Public Interest Law
Center works on
immigration issues in
connection with the Center
for the Advancement of
Human Rights, which is
directly across the street.
The Center for the
Advancement of Human
Rights sponsors law
students to work at
locations including the
International Bar
Association, United
Nations War Crimes
Tribunals and the Florida
Immigrant Advocacy
Center.

“I encourage law students or attorneys to get involved with
the Public Interest Law Center. It is amazing the number of
clients that go through the clinic and all the hard work that
all the law students do.”
— Donna Duncan (’08), MEMBER OF THE TEAM WORKING ON LEGISLATION
THROUGH THE CENTER’S CHILDREN IN PRISON PROJECT
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L-R: Ali De La Torre, former client Anthony De La Torre,
client Alex De La Torre, Public Interest Law Center
students Chelsea Boehme and Cassaundra Edwards, and
Professor Paolo Annino

“When my son Anthony was a small child, doctors said he
would be better off institutionalized because of his autism.
Instead, 10 years later, he is in advanced classes in the
eighth grade, in large part because he had advocates from
the Public Interest Law Center fighting for his rights. They
helped make it possible for him to attend private school and
get the special attention he needed when it was so vital. My
younger son, Alex, also is autistic, and the Public Interest
Law Center is helping him receive the care he so needs and
deserves as well. I do not know what I would have done
without the Public Interest Law Center.”
— Ali De La Torre
MOTHER OF ANTHONY, 14 (FORMER CLIENT)
AND ALEX, 11 (CURRENT CLIENT)

3/2009
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FLORIDA STATE LAW

■ Graduates work in 47 states and in major markets including Atlanta, Chicago, New York, Los
Angeles and Washington, D.C. Graduates also work in prominent firms in all Florida cities.

■ Florida State’s environmental law program is ranked 10th best in the nation according to
U.S. News & World Report.

■ Our current students represent 36 states, 10 countries and 172 colleges and universities,
including: Brown, Cornell, Duke, Dartmouth, Emory, George Washington, Georgetown,
Johns Hopkins, Michigan, Notre Dame, Pennsylvania, Stanford, Texas, U.C.-Berkeley,
U.C.L.A., U.N.C.-Chapel Hill, Vanderbilt, Virginia and Washington.

Florida State Law Highlights

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
TALLAHASSEE, FL
PERMIT #55

